
Bikes in Wilderness?
The Sustainable Trails Coalition (STC) was founded in 2015 with one major 
goal—to end the blanket ban of bikes on remote Wilderness trails.  
History shows that this ban has not always existed and can be fixed.

Mechanical transport is defined as “propelled by a nonliving power 
source contained or carried on or within the device." 
- USFS Regulation interpretation of the Wilderness Act in 1966

1964 to 1977 - Bikes are Allowed in Wilderness
“no use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment or motorboats, no 
landing of aircraft, no other form of mechanical transport”
- The Wilderness Act

1977 to 1981 - Bikes are Banned from Wilderness

“I believe, and many citizens agree with me, that the agencies are applying 
provisions of the Wilderness Act too strictly and misconstruing the intent of 
Congress as to how these areas should be managed." 
- Senator Frank Church, a key backer of the Wilderness Act

1981 to 1984 - Bikes are Conditionally Allowed in Wilderness - STC’s Goal 

“During the last CFR Revisions we intended to remove ‘or bicycle’ but the 
change did not get effected.", "It was our intent to provide for the prohibition of 
bicycles only where their presence created a conflict or problem and implement 
the prohibition by use of an order for a specific wilderness."  
- USFS Memo from March 9, 1982

"Previously we have directed that mechanical transport conveyances such as 
bicycles, wagons, wheelbarrows or deer carriers were not appropriate for 
wilderness. This may have been unduly restrictive" 
- USFS Memo from March 9, 1982

"the so-called ‘purity’ issue, has involved extensive debate.... that the Forest 
Service has been unduly restrictive in setting wilderness evaluation criteria 
which relied solely on the most stringent possible interpretation…”
- 95th Congress - Congressional Report 95-540

1984 to the Present - Bikes are Banned from Wilderness

YOU CAN HELP FIX THIS….

“To establish a National 
Wilderness Preservation 
System for the permanent 
good of the whole people, 
and for other purposes.”  
- The Wilderness Act

"The following are 
prohibited in a 
National Forest 
Wilderness:... (b) 
Possessing or 
using a hang glider 
or bicycle."
- USFS Regulation

When provided by 
an order, the 
following are 
prohibited in a 
National Forest 
Wilderness:... (b) 
Possessing or 
using a hang glider 
or bicycle."
- USFS Regulation

“The following are prohibited in 
a National Forest Wilderness: 
(b) Possessing or using a hang 
glider or bicycle.”
- CFR §261.18 (b)

“Trampling and erosional impacts caused by horses have been 
found to be significantly higher than hikers, llamas, mountain bikes 
even off-road motorcycles”.
- 2006 National Park Service Report



!!!! Write to Your Congressman !!!!
Congress enacted the Wilderness Act and Congress can tell the United States Forest 
Service how to enforce the intent of the Wilderness Act.  The Sustainable Trails Coalition 
is asking that anyone who believes that bikes should be allowed in our woods to write a 
letter.  Below is a sample approach.  Please do not copy paste as piles of the same letter 
have less impact than the sincere opinion of a voting constituent.  So please try and write 
from your heart.  Physical letters and email are both accepted by congress.  If you need 
help finding how to contact your congressman, go to :

http://www.sustainabletrailscoalition.org/write-your-congressman/

Dear Honorable [Name of your Congressman],

I live in [WHERE YOU LIVE] and have supported you for the past [X] elections and 
appreciate all that you do for our district.

NOW SAY SOMETHING LIKE:

● I love to enjoy the woods and want to ride on our trails.
● My bike does no more harm to a trail than a hiker and less than a horse.
● Our wilderness trails are deteriorating and need help.
● We need to give land managers tools to maintain them. Bikers can help.
● PLEASE ADD ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU BELIEVE RELEVANT OR 

IMPORTANT

[ NOW ADD A CLOSING SENTENCE LIKE : Thanks for your consideration of this issue 
which is very important to me.]

[YOUR NAME]
[YOUR ADDRESS]
[YOUR PHONE (OPTIONAL)]

For More Information go to www.sustainabletrails.org


