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Bicycle Use fn Wilderness

Forest Supervisors

At the recent Recreation Staff Conference {November 7-9) the issue of bicycie
use in wilderness was discussed, Ycu algo racelved a request recently from the
Hational Off-Road Bicycle Associaticn {NORBA -oncerning bicycle use in wilder-
ness and on other trails. We told rou that h- C-ief wos id respond to this
question and that a reply to NORBA »as not nucuss.ry.

The enclosed Jetter from the Chief gives the present policy on the use of
bicycles in wilderness. Previous discuséions and direction on this were con-
Tusing because of the ambiguity between the direction provided by the Wildernesse
Act, the definition of mechanical transport, and the prohibitions in the Code of
Federal Regulations {CFR).

The new CFR to be fssusd in 21988 wiil eliminate the requirement that g special
order be issued to prohibit bicycles in wilderness. The CRF 261.16{b}
prohibition will be the enforcament tool to meet the intent of the Wiiderness
Aci. When the new requlations are out, Forests should rescind their prohibitions
2bout bicycles in wilderness {CFR 261.57{n}}.

If you have any questions or comments about this, Joe Higgins or Hike King wilj
be glad to help you.

DAYID W, 5COTT . o 23,333
Birector of Recreation )
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President, National Off-Road
Ricycle Association
2175 Holly Lane
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On October 5 you sent a letter to our various Regional Foresters and
Forest Supervisors concerning your orpanization and interest in allowing
off-rosd bicycling within designated wilderness in the National Forest
Systesm. We are providing & Service-wide response to your letter.

e agree with you that off-rosd or trail bicyeling is an excallent
recreational use of National Forests, There are 191 million scres of
Kational Forests with many miles of rrails for various recrestional
opportunities including bicycles and some that do not lend themselves to
this form of travel. Of the 191 miilfion acres, sbout 25.2 miilion have
been designatad by Congress as units of rhe National Wilderness Preservation
System. We divect our specific commencs to the designated Wilderness
Preservation Syastem,

The Hilderness act of 1964, Public Lew 88-577, provided some specific
 lenguage:

Sec, &{c) - “...there shall He no temporary road, no use of motor
vehicles, motorized equipment or wotorboats, no landing of sivcraft,
no other form of mechanical tzansport, and no structure or instsliation
within any such area,”

The legislstive history of the Wilderness Act indicates that Congress-
-intended that travel within these special aress be by primitive means,
f.e., foor, horse, or cance, except when othervise permitted by specific
Imgisisricon,

Bezsed on the lsw, bicycles have slvays been prohibited in 811 National
Forest wilderness units.

The Secretary’s regulstion 261.16{b) clearly stetes, “The following are
prouibited in a National Forest wildernesa: ...{b) possessing or using s
hang glider or bicycle.”

He plan to continue the same policy of prohibiting bicycle use in designated
wilderness as directed by the Uilderness Act prohibiting mechanical trans-
port, but wiil be very happy to work with your orgasnization to enhance

your use of tratls outzide wildernesses.

He urge you to stay involved with the Mational Forests in developing
Forest plans that consider the management of tralls sultable for bicycle
use and the routing of trails around wilderness.

Sincerely,

Hlewnnd S




